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My reycrend, and deare brother, 


eter: 


OV Rdanbefulll lows to your oVpne ancient rlegod 


and well deſorvedreligion , and your juFt diffcnlies 


| þ ftare of this uncomth change was after 
: mane hard aſſays with threatnings, 
and terrours wo «ly enftroed, rankles your ten- 

der heart oy. 4x nding with heavie 
plexities of Wrath, _—_ t all loſſes if ye 
ball continue to Walk , «s ye learned , and 
are beſt perſwaded; of ſcandall and defection , if 
« leane your oWn old profeſſion , which ye = 

wdged, and judge tobe moſt agreeable Sing 

truth ; and of ſhame, and of gnaw 

Tienice, if ye ſhall pollute your felf  wrs Fc praiſe 
* fferent from your faith , and contrary to the 
ht, and likeing of your ovn mind . In 
wy} ies , your caſe i the more lamenta- 
bid that ye are draWn wnder the 4, $950 of 
e, which, next to God -ye wonld 


= " » & under the diſks of ſome Peers, 

of the land, haxing ſuc * 09m 

care to their oVpne _ ſmall 

Yheaſwre to ſound the depth of Ek contro- 
verſics,& only fir a matter of conformitie , that 
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(2) 
f Chriſt in all the World, Where it hath fon 

Tee fad ſire Jour griefe muſt be the FR 

rer,that, in the day of your ſorrow thewiſe men of 

your own mind are your help, 
and your great oppoſites in this diſtreſſed cauſe, 
your neereſt friends, and old acquaintance, but 
Withoxt equall reaſon on their part, or inſt de- 
fert on ou. Who would not be pierced in heart 
with the pittifull lookes of your Wearied rounte- 
nance,as at the laſt gaipe of your Wonted ſince- 
ritie,and chearfull conſtancie. In this againe; 
sf you be left to your ſelfe, affiiftion is aided 
the afflifted, and owr mother the Kirke, and her 
mother the Truth are forfaken. And notwith- 
ſtanding of thus ſtrait, if any friends of a willing 
inde (hall tt tute to your comfort, 

. ſome Docg,or ſome Arnazia uw ener ready with 
their biting cenſure,and check of high preſump- 
rion. But praiſed be the Lord, there 1s no ſmall 
number of religious and honeſt men in the kirke 
and common-\veale,and the hearts of all are in 
the hands of the Lord, who may at hs pleaſure 
mone any that hath the tongue = learued to 
ſpeake 4 word in ſeaſon toyou that are Wearie, 

alſs dijÞoſe your friends and brethren of their old 

Ingenmitie, and tender compaſſion of your 'blee- 

ding heart,by their holy wiſedome to remone your 

dowbts , confirme your faith , ates + 

to be perſiwaded in your oWne minds, ”_ 
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viſe you rather now to hold faſt that Which you 
GAG and receined, then afteriyard with 
wntimous repentance to change their tune,and 
frile, as if you were not a brother,but an aduerſa- 
rie, and eApoſtate, if it ſhall happen,as God for- 
bid that you be driven from the bright candle of 
your knowne profeſſion to the deepe darknefſe of 
an unknoVne way and by that unhappy change 
fs much the more blinded, «« your hght hath 
been greater and with the pureſt Tvorie turned 
with fire into ſaddeſt black or ſhal be miſ-ſhapen 
RI wy t of your 

ſt periie, ing at the di ement 
> 8.95 ms forme. A vile ————_ 

e eſchewed if you ſhallſuſfer your ſelfe to bee 
draVone back againe to the ities for 5 
cauſes caſten out of the kirk, and from that beau- 
ty of reformation, which you hane before held, 
and With toy (6 long profeſſed, and vpon no better 
Warrant then 4 bare example, and very autbori- 


ay mens names, although for _— fathers 
fon ing new fled rod, endforlen wi 


the novelties of the tyme , that for toyning With 


them,they dare not onely ſeparate from their old 

maſtcys and fellow bre 44 but from themſelues, 

in reſþelt of that Which they were. And yet in 

this maine current (ome Way to be excuſed by 

their ewharking like ſimple men in a warre hip, 
Az 


(4) 


and miſcrable miſtaking of theſe baſe additions, 


to be layd dovone againe when it ſhould pleaſe 
them hike good ſchollers to retwrne to their ovwne 
maſters,the ſlandard-bearers in onr faith, with 
imagined liberty, not onely to concurre » but to 
confirme and encourage their owne brethren a- 
freſh for the advancement of the imterrupted 
worke of the miniſtry and edification of the Jody 
of Chriſt, as they are bound in conſcience and 


call, 


olution to But hon: oever men hae been inclined to gine 
ffer required place to the ſtreame of the time, yet from the day 


that the kirk hath been croſſed, and many of all 
forts grievouſly affifted with the perturbations 
daily ariſing about the violent inbringing of theſe 
intruſed alterations : ———__ you haxe 
found ſome ſweet refreſhment under the ſhadow 
of a heavenly diſpenſatton ſo ruling the pathes of 
theſe proceedings, that you haue kept the truth, 
ſuffered nu. 04 and diſcredit with patience 
in ſtanding againſt theſe miſliked novelties ſo 
long 4s they remained without the compaſſe of 
your ovone prathiſe , efteeming your particular 
loſſes contented gain, and your ininries excuſable 
: for keeping the liberties of Gods ſervice, and the 
ſecret oy of your ovne conſcience to be brooked 
by your quiet carriage, and ſober converſation. 
Bt noWv if the day of that peore eaſe be paſſed, 
and patient Walking can baxe no further pany 


7 


—_— 


Op 
andif you ſhall be drawen out ta a publick fore 
rrLlen Lord, who would beeps vlaga be by 
witneſſe, and in the eyes of men, Wha wonld gain 
Jouto be their diſciples, you muſt necas your 
oWne pratti fe either ſhamefully recent, or honeſt« 
ly confeſſe the religion wherein you haue flood. 
Chooſe youthis day whether with humbled Eſt- 
her you Will wiſely reſolue to prone conſtant, and 
the hearts 0 le, by cleaving te 
Soon ara Nm the Sevzony 
With his bleſſings and benefits of all ſorts z or if 
you will againſt your owne experience of Gods 
fevony to you, and hard ſucceſſe ſcene upon theſs 
novations, Where they haue beene moſt greedly 
embraced, hazard by your unſtaſonable ex ample 
fo gine occaſion of ſtumbling to many, and to 
tooſe the patience and labours of your 
conſtancie, and now hke Peter overtwhelmed 
with feare,adventure to ſeek, your comfort, and 
quietneſſe in the ſway of time, as though the Lord 
could be ſyled,as Ablolom was with Chuſayes 
pokcie. If you dare ſuffer commuting your ſonle 


#0 the Will of God,as unto @ faithful Creator, it 


# his place to temper the of all your trou- 
bles,and Yphen he fhall be pleaſed to try and de- 
termine your matter before the higheſt barre. But 
if you ſhall deny before men the Lord, and his 
eruth once received,he Will deiy you before hus 
heavenly father,and will not deliver you frons 
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the boure of temptation. 


In ow | It moay be that you find not ſuch throng inthe. 
of 


narroW way of ſuffering, as in the broad Way of 
_ profeſſion, When ge. dwelt in oy 
ant lan ace in one aayes like 
= Spouſe of Cn pnwiiar gr gt ſub- 
jett to none. For you muſt thinks, that many 
looke well in their owne climate, that haue net- 
ther head nor health to croſſe the line, and many 
goe branely With guilded ſwords about their 
owne doors, who flye the campe, and dare not 
face the Cannon. To beleexe in Chriſt is 4 
great gift, not common to all, but to ſuſfer for his 
ſake 14 a greater, and = to felp. Perhaps it 
may be, that many livin h geſſe, and more 
ready upon their ovyn refbe s to profeſſe, then 
carefull to be informed in a truth, and no ſmall 
number of ſilly ſpirits by gining credit to others, 
and miſled m the by-paths of error, & ſome un- 
fable Camelion-like hypocrites inclined to be di- 
ed with the colour of every occaſionall profeſſion, 
When they ſhall ſee the World to Y + 9 may 
take another way. But pitie them, & ſpare them, 
Preiſe God for his favour to you, and increaſe of 
faith, and patience,and let no gall, and bitternes 
of ſpeech, frarce becomming the Witneſſe of a 


rruth,make any of whatſoever ſort leſſe inclina- 
ble to returne to you,and your Way, Who by mee 
Sewer proceedings, in a different 


morie of their 


_ 


(7) 
corrſe,may a. Aly ag rupee y 
and your Apeftles traine 
ou, Tf Chill beon _ 04 pe: ag = 
you? Ton are S to him that hath 
gvided the fteps of your ſoule,& all that 16 with- 
19% you to pr, hianbecang © in theſe conten tions 
' you hane done What you could in defenſe of the 
truth,and haxe kept it, and never wronged any 
Pan in any matter 3 ſo that i it be the pleaſure * 
God you 6x ſhall ſuffer, it ts becauſe you = not 
7 ake a knovwne truth, whereby you haze recei- 
ved many rich comforts, and looketh for to reape S 
pw ,efteeming it your dutie to cleaue to 
that Which # called in queſtion,as well as to the 


reſt, which ſeems to be ſpared: for your 

ment you haue a Hd, cauſe to honor gen of 
ficient reaſons to you, and the experience 
of your oVpne inde rience t0 uphold you. 


It true that wa e conſe 1s [0 cunni 
ly covered, that not 4 4 5 permitted to = om 
at thutime,but a a Wis geſture of nee- of the cauſe 
ling at the communion, and receving out of the removed, 
wuinifters hand with ſuch as ſhall bee at table, 
ww; feftivall day appointed. Tet you mu#t 
8 of theſe p 2 , as of members of 
: bode of conflrwitie, obſcuring the 
Reformation delivered wnto you 
y the Fathers, Who begat you in the Lord , 


to bee kept in imegritic for your one of, 


(x) 


_= For you cannot deny kai cene 
our mother the kirk, in her gayeſt dreſſe, firns- 
ly ſetled pon the foundation of the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and ftrongly fortified with faire 
confeſſions, her badges famonus in the World, and 
wooſt meet for keeping nity among her members 
in doltrine, ſacraments, kirke-ſervice, diſcipline, 
and in the holy miniſtrie,and for abixring of all 
poyſonable ſuperſtition, and dammable confuſion. 
And With no ſmall joy have you bebeld her 
. watchmen aſſembled in ber ſacred meetings for 
managing her affairs, according to the will of 
her Lora,and for that effett ſtrongly fenced with 
liberties & privileges,the royal teſtimonies of his 
Maieſties loue for ſtrengthening her juriſdiHtion, 
and furtherance of all ber cauſes. How happy 
were theſe dayes, when her painfull Shepheards 
Were knit together in one minde and 5 

with wmutuall encouragements , all feeding their 
flocks,and pleaſantly marching againſt all ene= 
* mis without exception,as an with banners. 
How bright were then the ſtarres,and how beau- 
tifull the candleſtickes? But now alas you are for- 
ced to behold bold mints to draw her off the 
old foundation to the ſandy heaps of bw- 
mane Wiſedome, her renowned confeſſions of 
faith,the barres of her wnitie aforenamed 
without juft cauſe reproved, and layd aſide, the 


(9) 
deftrine diſtempered with the 1mſavorie mixtere 
of mans learning, and preſented to the people 
without reliſh of the Word and Key hike an 
eg ge without ſalt to a man of a ſound taſte, yeaof- 
ten with ſpleene [0 miſapplied againſt Chaſhiens 
for furthering of mens rs 1 and wor 
projetts,that hearing bringeth no leſſe griefs then 
edification. By neW additions & mutations both 
the ſacraments are made vneouth,and diſtaſtfull 
b many a pore Chriſtian fearing to offend God 
paſſing beyond the _ ure wy their own faith, 
they ſhould receiue any thing us the ſacraments 
- livered by the Lord. T, e neceſſarie _ 
pony neceſſarie vſe of the ſame for purgin 
& preſervation, as behoveful for the kirk as 4%. 
ff, or 4 mans body,diſeaſed, weakned, _ al- 
moſt rejetted. The holy miniftry transformed, 
ITY divided by a ſwelling hnmony over- 
running that ſomtime ſolid body, and reftraming 
the members thereof from their proper _ 
the kirke-ſervice, prayers, and other exer 
| atled-to 4 new mou gone Sotorns fray Ecaſl my 
edefication, 4s re we d with the dail 74 ; 
s of refteſſe ch 4) d foal 


-F. T.J\S > Im Wy » eo > 


bly low ya 
extraords re#pett ay [{y 
vall folemmutics, the juriſaittion, od 


==», 1am kirks her comfortable, E 


f _— 
YOrms; 


Wl The cauſein 


| j ma'gned, 


(10) 


"evfull aſſembles, with the whole pretious ſab= 
ſtance (6 Wounded and made pale, for ſetting up © 


of ſome ſilly circumftancts, and that with greag 
loſſe of concord and quietneſſe among all the 

s of the kirke, and no ſmall gaine to 
ſuperſtition,confuſion and prophanneſſe. eAnd 
this s the cauſe moving you to like the firſt con- 
dition of the kirks, and to refuſe the novations in- 
troduced ,as they are prejudicial in part or in 
Whole to the religion and order formerlie efta- 
blſbed. 


For this your judgement your feechs are 


racked, and made to ipeake againſt the State, 


| . and you are brought in the caſe of Ziterius , | 
Wt ſocver for the when the Court Was againit him, making the 
nl preſent it bee Emperouy Nebuchadnezar. And when this 
flame is kindled againfF you, if you re- ff 


fuſe te follow the droue in anie new pratiiſe, for 
to defend your libertie by anie good ancient 
order or cuft ome , you are ſummarilie condemn 
ned of Browniſh Separation , fingularitie , Pu- 


ritamſme , and of blinde and fained zeale . } 


Yet not by all, but by ſuch, as either hawing 
forgot, or never knowne your profeſſion in her 
integritie, take advantage by the advantageous 
name of Confirmitie to pleaſe themſelues , and 
grieve them Who cleaue to the forme of godli- 
neſſe Wherennto you were delivered. eAnd 
even bere We mui bee patient, and repent our 

one 


(17) 
Wn flackpes in following owr dutie of good ſt- 
vice toward God, When ſo nanie pains hawe been 
taken to infirutt and hen in 4 contrarig 
corrſe, hoping that alt Conſtantine bes 
at the firit for the determination of the Connce 
of Nice, Wherunto the contrarie parties put their 
hands,and aftervoard by , & negligence 
to poſſefſe the minds am that were about hims 
With careful ance of the trath,he Was 
by the continuall neerneſſe & pains of thems that 
Were cotrarie minded, changed to an other comrſe; 
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edification of the bike hs maiefties better ſer- 
vice,and their mutuall comfort. 

For your owne confirmation, and the credite The canſol 
rd aaythcy 1+ Whole and everie' part of ; 
8,704 a ent Fore of ſtrong reaſons in _ 
be oreinar ror *. haue ados with 1% 
« #umbled Chriftians, who a; they are raguht of 
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Rules for or 
Ulll| right ow. Is 
il} Firation of 
WT the Lords 


ſupa 


(12 
followers of him, a 
fountaines of the 
ſeripture, then the dark compoſitions, and ni 
63: ns of Philoapbi 


toni 0 

ſhall not doe amiſſe to ſet & 
uſe the following Articles of the 
, 4s ſtraight rules to reflifie the un- 
comely eye-lafts required to be introduced upon 

the ſound work of this Sacrament. 
1 (britts prattiſe in the firft Supper, quali- 
fied with his commandement, Doc this in re- 
membrance of me, 4nd with Pauls precepr, 
Bce yee followers of me, cven as I am of 
Chriſt cogether with the common maxime right- 


| ly underitood, Every action of Chrift is our 


inftruction, ſhowld be the perftlt patterne of onr 
prattiſe. | 

2 The command, Doc this, being grounded 
tpon Chrifts prefiiſe,and haxing resþelt therto, 
cannot be underſtood, but by the underftanding 
Op prattiſed by hims. For as wy + 

cnitome obſerned in any matter before « law 
be made , are the beFt exponers of the law, and 
not the cuſtomes and prathiſes that creepe in af- 
terWpard, ſo in this Sacrament, the things done 
(rift and hus Diſciples the inſtitution 
better then the prattiſes & cuſtoms in the dayes 
of Dionyſus Arcopagita, of Iuftinus Mar- 
tyr, of Tertullian,ced; of the prattiſes of kirkss 
3% 
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DO IEP F2T 


mw probes of Chris ae 


| Matthew >Macke axd Luke, 
fab foro and. by Paul the eApoitle con- 


Heputh. 
4 Inthe night that the Lord was betrayed, 


for the eating of the Lords Supper, Chrift and 


bu D Cle, her in prepa- 
red nds ering of the Paſt chal CR 


"_ In that place Where Chrift and - Diſci- 


ples wet, there was 4 Table prepared both fir 
—— the Lambe, _ this Sacra- 


4 ' Fer the reverent nat of this Supper , 
Chirift by choyce and no iſe [ate pri 
Table with bis 1 in the mo#t comely and 


convenient forme of ji 
7 Fer elle Lemons be wſed beth bread 


pres rpg tine, and 


onely {\vo without any nixtwre. _ 

0 the bread by Way of pre Chriſt 
did fore things ; AC Rok @ be #, be 
brake it, he gaxe 4 : and for the right vſing of it, 
he ſpaks three things to the Diſciples, a comr- 
mandement, Take ye, cate yoe, 4 declaration, 
. Thus is my body,whicb is given (or broken) 
for yYOu,a ſecond commendement, Doe this in 


remembrance of mc. 
s Whes 


{X 


crament;but in all the particular heads of rehgi 
on about rehearſed. 7 k 


- . ny P 


3 4 
g9 When he had ſi | 4ati08 - of 
tho Tap be diftbror ther ybedbd oh it; bee 
bleſſed it.he gane it them ; and for right wſing of 
i hee ſpake three things, 4  commandenerr, 
Drinke ye all of it, « declaration, T his is my | ws; 
bloud in the new Teſtament, which is ſhed| ofthe 
for many for the remiffion of fins; « ſecond] *:. x, 


commandement, Doc this as oft as yee drink 
itin remembrance of me. f 
10 This ſervice is recomended to be continued| - 14 


in the kirke,and frequently uſed. For as often| aud / 
as yce ſhall cate this bread, and drinke this| you, 
cuppe, yee ſhew the Lords death till hee] thi h 
come. FS me thring 
11 eA Warning of a fearful danger, Whoſo=| head 
ever ſhal cate this bread and drink this eup|rizes,; 
of the Lord unworthily, ſhall bee guiltic of| dwe{ 


the body and blood of the Lord. ) | vers d 
' 12 A. ſoneraigne m_ againFt this dan- rit thy 
ore <<xamine- hirr 4 


er, Let every man there 

elfe,and Gler kim ence of this bread, and{|memb 

drink of this cup. \ 5 ' | ]-AUpoff 
13 Thisis thetrath of this holy ſacrament] Vorite 


and in the moſt able time this kirkd names 
ng rh meme nee res mtr mp1 conten 
mendatio e forme & foundit, 

pang Arr Chriſt anent this 459m 


pether 


14 1 


$ 
of] 14 et th fre minifters and 
froms mens corrupti- 
ng of | ows,there were no 96. negligence; or compul- 
Wert, | fion to veceine neceſſity to ex4- 
s my | ininoihhe were apprable or dfnane 1 the meaſure 
that receixed. 
15 lt us aninfallible obſervation , that whoſoever 
the trath once found, ſecketh farther then truth, 

errors and lies. 
|; 16 Of theſe Fathers, Who in Chriſt Ieſwu begot you, 
often pe. you t you wp,throwgh the Go#pell delivered to 
c this Jou;as they receined it fron the ſcriptures,” and from 
= r kirks,b _ reformed, yee receined the ſound do- 
t uſe of this ſacrament , and other 

Loſo- rows. not 4s 4 were dottrine; and meere 
s cup|rices, but as the of the boly Spirit Which 
tic of| dwelleth in you. 1f yee ſb ran di rn di- 
£2 wr eee Yo 7 the ſpr- 
; dan-|rit that dwelleth in you,and ſeth another 
 him- 129 TL by the of their 
|, andimembers rr Hof them by the the 

' - | Apoſtle, tranſgreſſed againſt the firſt ans Done dfſere 
ament Wruten, o'if yee come togeiher in « mixturt of mick- oh 
; kirkg named Puritans and conforme people, ' WBder 6 
WP m4 contention, expreſſed there % eApofHe; rand cate 
it, end vnremaved from among you , your comnbitny to- 
his ſa gether cat bee wb roi; but yes 


4 The fot, mine dfrrmce and cvſe of Thi 
Giſencion & 


147 


., at my 


| ping Cirifie by a common Table in any mans 


G [ 16, . 
diſſmmion- betwixt you and theis, ariſeth from the 
uſe of it. For the ſacrament, yee holding thas 


it 15 peceſſarie for the entingand drinks - | 


cramentall elements, both for the e 

ith'toward God, & charitie among » 
year en required in that Gn and 
heavenly banquet , and they thinking it onely 
commodiows for the people to kneele at in _reve- 
rence of the ſacrament, and others neither neceſ* 
ry nor commodions, but - 4 meere Metaphore. 
But you doe well,that beleene, that there was 4 
Table at (witts ſupper, ds certainly as the hand 
of hims that betrayed hins was With him at the 


' Table,” and as truly for vſe as the Apoitle Paul 


tearmeth the ſacrament by the name of the Ta- 
bleof.the Lord, Which Table by ſome. Fathers: 
called the Holy Table, and by others the 
Lords Table, « fit weane t0 repreſent owr wuni- 
013 and communion with Chrift, and our 
ſelues.in this life. Thou docſt preparea Table 
before me in the ſight of my adverſaries : 


_  andin the life to come, I. hauc appointed to 


you « kingdome,that ye may cate and drink 

whitia my kingdome; which my#terie 
of tþrituall fllowſhip can no wif be ſs well ad- 
rmbrate, ner (0 ſenſibly perceined of any belee- 


4 ; :Whoſpever, b < "oo 
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The ſecond controverſie betWixt you & theme The ſicol 
the ſixth Article; yee holding that diſfere"« 


Chriſt and his diſciples ſate at T able , and they 
obſcuring that aſſertion by alledging of a forme of 
fati ety Chriſt different from your forme , 
their law of indifferent things rejetting 

all of ſting, and bringing in kneeling 4s 
a your and mkary. 3 for y ſa- 
crament,then Chriſt uſed. By vertne of the firſt 
Article, binding you to Chrifts patterne, as you 
are bound by the Prophet to bee taught of God, 
«nd conſequently not to teach God, ſo by the A- 
poftes precept,you ſhould be a follower of Chriſt, 
and not « reformer either of hus prattiſe, or inſti- 
tution conforme thereto. And,as fir the diverſity 
of forme of ſiting,neither kneeling nor ftand- 
ing being oppoſite gefturts to ſitting, can haue the 
name of futing, and conſequently Chriſts ſitting 
Was no Te of Lnoaking, As for the alledged in- 
differencie , it i taken away by Chritts free 
ehoyce of ſitting expreſſed in his ovone prathiſe , 
when he Was neither ftraited by any occafion, 
compulſion,or other inclining cauſe,but at his li- 
bertie might haxe kneeled, it pleaſed him in his 
oWne Wiſedome to chooſe ſitting, as the meeteſt 
gifre for his communicants. As for the humi- 
o f kneeling aboue your humility of ſitting, 

We haxe ne great warrant in the word: for there, 
feting is alin preaching, in praying,& in the 
| B 2 


ſacra- 


"ERP 
acrament,bat kneeling onely in prayer. And yet 
Jn in his rovar. $5/0 #7 cuoh 4 
forme, falling on the ground upon his face. O 
the three i fell by EDS wet Z 
religions Worſhip, ſitting, ſtanding, and kneel- 
ing, Chriſt did chooſe futing. And if a choyce 
Were to be made of any of the three, kneeling for 
”s is moFt dangerous, being the outward badge 
#f their confeſſion, Who contrary to our faith be= 
leene Chriſt to be bodily preſent, either by. tran- 
ſubFtantiation, conſubitantiation , or ſome vn- 
knowne maner,as alſo it being the form all adora- 
tion of a perſon, and not a ſugne of reverence to 
be giuen to the ſacramentall elements, or any 0= 
ther thing which moved the Sohoolemen to af- 
firme, that if there remained the ſubſtance of 
bread after the conſecration, the people Would: 
therefore take occaſion of 1dolatry,and in fead of 
Chrifts body would give godly Worſhip to the 
bread, and for ln of that idolatry, they 
thought beſt to remane away the bread,and bring 
in tranſubſtantiation. 

. Thirdly, ye differ from them about the diſtri- 
bution of the bread, you holding that Chriſt gaue 
it to them that:were next him, and the diſcple 
divided it among themſelues ; and they holding 
that it ſhowld be given by the minifter his hand 


delivering i immed:atly into the. hand "of every 


ſungle perſon there preſent to receine the commus. 
| , - : niohhe 
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nien. Your prabtiſe, as it is conforme to the order 
of t he ſacrament,objerved in this kirk ſinze refor- 
mation began, [0 it is moſt conform to the neceſſa- 
ry order f Chriſts ations and forme of words,as 
they ave ſet devon in the eight article. But their 
aſſertion & prattiſe anent diftributi on, can nei- 
ther agree With the order of Chriſts ations , the 
forme of his words,nor the prattiſe of this refor- 
med kirk, As for the order of Chrifts ations, for 
preparation 0; the bread, he doth three things, he 
took it, he bleſſed it,he brake it, Which of neceſſi- 
ty muſt be underſtood tobe a myſtical frattion. 
And being thus prepared,as he took the bread for 
them, he exhibiteth, and giveth it to them,wher- 
th be aſſured to hane good right to that 
/ andbeing thus prepared _ ry theirs, 
he giveth a generall commandement to them all 
to take it,and for the particular form of their tak- 
ing,that they ſhowld divide it among themſelues, 
according to the direition ſet dovone in Luke for 
the right we of the cup, Divide it among your 
ſclues; which forme of diſtribution for exerciſs 
of brotherly lone, # 4s neseſ[arie to be vſed upon 
the bread,as wpon the cup. And if by the att of 
wing the diſtribuoion of the cup Were perfelted 
, Chrift, giving (igillatim ro every ſingle per- 
0n,and their ſole receiving of it inemediat ly out 
of his hand, What could be the uſe of the generall 
commandement', Divide it among you? 
B 3 And 


cant, 


| If Conſent in 

W heart and ar- 
_- 4 ns ©40p43uyrOv, 4 follower of God by your profeſſi- 
by communi- 
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And to aſcribe one ſence to the alt of giving the 
Cap pe,and another of the bread, and to Hank 
that the Apoſtles could boldly take the one or 
the other, not knowing What right they had to 
it,or What it was, it Were amiſſe to think. And 
if the prattiſe of kirkes were a ſuſficicient rule, in 
ſundry kirkes , in ſundry ages, the Deacon deli- 
vered the ſacrament to the people. 

Since yee Profeſſe, and faine would bee 
eted\Jax/@», and ſumitung your ſelfe to bee 


on, Wiſh.aud ſubacifheu, rather to follow Chrift 
and his Apoſtles followers of him, then any other 
man, or ſocictie of men, and rather the forme of 
ou7 owne kirke obſerved ſince reformation, Yher- 
in yee bane gotten the comfort that ever yee had, 
or haxe by o ſacrament, and for thir particu- 
lars,and other cauſes of contention betyyixt you 
and them, that Would draw you to a mixture 
With them in their forme, you muſt ecate 
favour While you be better i d, and advi- 
ſed, and they both to the effett that before you 
come to communication at the Table, yee may be 
one in faith aud. articles of religion , and of one 
conſent of heart in Terome his ſence,calling Au- 
giftine of his communion , and of Auguſtines 
meaning, calling 4 certaine wowan of his com- 
munion. 
As theſe differencer betwixt you aud them 
ae 


are evill in themſclus, ſo are they evill inthe aF Th, grmd 
kedged ground, whereby they are occaſioned. The of the alledge 
peoples rudenſſe, and lack, of devotion, which - 
be rather removed by diligent inftruttion, 
then eſtabliſhed by « prathiſe founded vpon 4 ne- 
ceſſitie that the ſacrament mnſt be alwaye cele- 
brated to a ſort of rude people, void of reverence 
to receine the ſame in a comely forme. By that 
ſort of ruſticitie, and want of devotion, the com- 
munion table that in primitiae times ſtood in the 
middeſt of the kirke, was ſeparate from the con- 
gregation by a Chancellarie, ſince from the mid- 
deft of the kirke ts the eaft end,which was called 
the Ga, , then the miniſter and table both was 
ſeparate from the people,the table turned into an 
altar, the ſacrament into a ſacrifice, the cup ſim- 
ply removed from the people, and the bread alſs 
by tranſubſtantiation, or ſome other way. «And 
ſo for curing that alledged rudeneſſe, Chriſts ſa- 
crament was turned into mans imagination,and 
ſs ceaſed to bee Chriſts ſacrament , and became 
ans. 
Yee know the trath, and if yee finne willi 

ly after th at yee hawe rears _ pr ave, the = is 

ed it, by forſaking all, or any part thereof, fun- be joraken, 

tall, ſubſtantiall, or «ccidentall, all being 

copulatine not to be changed in the meaneſt cir- 
cumfſtance,but upon 4 neceſſarie occaſion , good 
Warrants, and ts good ends : you know the 
Ihe B £ 


gr 


ger ſet down by the 'e Apoſtle, and what it is 

_ Thy your owne 0 age before God, yo 
eur example to gine offence to many. Vn 

Take heed to Your Ch, p-3 dra'y neere to Gel A elſe by 
that you may keepe your conſcience pure againit to th 
the gee day. eſt B 
ve fallezof For this purpoſe ſet before you the image of defen 
if 7 ra 19 mans frailtie, and the charatter of Chriſtian trari 
(Woke c5es ef th conſtancie,that yee may ſtrine to be ſtrengthned, FF cene- 
wfferrr, andſtand by grace. Inthat unhappy diwiſion of whol 


the Tribes of Iſrael, Hereſie rooted in Icroboam, in th 
and ſpreading it ſelfe over the people in all the ten rian 
tribs,who were taught in the truth of God before kept 
their fall, found no comradiftion in all the ten | Wort 


out upon that fowle defection, but it cont ined in die 
force,and they without ſenſe aboue three hundred fall 
Jeares and an halfe. Y, 


« filthy blaſph t the beginning reſiſted by pa- 
filthy blaſphemy at t x 2w ky by p 


Biſhop x, very few eXCepiea , ſore ſooner, ſome 
laters 


later, ſom 4s leaders, and ſome as common ſout- 
diers, either yeelding through ftare, or brought 
wnder with e 3 07 by flatterie enſnared, or 

elſe beguiled through fimplicitie , become. ſubjeit 

to the current of time. Tea Ofius the ancient- 

eſt Biſhop of Chriſtendome, the moſt forwward in 

defence of the Catholicke canſe , and on the con- 

trarie part moſt ftared, by Whoſe hand the N'i- 
; cene creed Was ſet doWwne , and framed for the 

whole (lbriftian World to ſubſcribe unto, yeelded 

in the end With the ſame hand to ratifie the Ar- 

rian confeſſion, leaving the catholick_ faith to be 

kept and defended againſt the force of the 

World. Whether a fretting cancker enter 

in the head, as in Icroboam,or in the foote, 

as in Arrius, it is dangerous for the bo- 

- "Beware, thou that ſtandeſt, leſt thou 

all. 

But you han before you a faire table , linely The conf 
axpreſſine the amiable _— of more walo- Nita 
rous Worthie, and better deſerving in confluits 1; yu of 
fir region, Chriſt the "inkring bo e Apoſtles, ſwſfrer, 

. the Hebrews, thoſe valerous and worthy people 

defenders of the truth againſt the Arrian hereſie, 

. and terrowrs of Valence, and Vr(atius,the great 

patrons of that impurity. emorableAthanaſius 

| Whoſe motto ## his high honor, Athanafius againſt 

4 the world , and the world againſt Athanak- 
o 
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old acquaintance to deliver himſelfe from death 
by eanng of fleſh which was lawfull for him ta 
vſe pas as if hee did'eate the fleſh taken 
from the ſacrifice , commanded by the king, an- 
ſwered, that it becommeth not our age in any 


Wiſe to diſſemble, whereby many Fan perſons , 


a_ thinke that Elcazar being ore yeare 
ola and ten, Were now gone 10 4 e re- 
ligion. Sering yee are compaſſed With ſuch « 
cloud of witneſſes, caſt away the _—_— of 
the world, and every thing that preſſeth dovene, 
and run with patience the race that us ſet before 
you, looking unto Teſus the author and finiſher of 
your faith, who for the joy that was ſet before 
him,end:red the croſſe,aud defÞiſed the ſhame, 
and 1; ſet at the right hand of the Throne of 
God. 
If you Would be te your Wearied brethren the 
ort of their miſeries , and the guide of their 

ies, if yee would line and dye « Warriour 

* againit Sathan, and an, enemy againFt ſinne, 
and unchangeable ſervant to your oWne maſter; 

and if inthis world yee wall hane peace, and 

in the world to come everlaFti Jo; 'take heed 

fo your conſcience, for it 15 God, fficer, for the 

propoſe put into you to kgepe you in ave. Tow 
may dye, your conſcience cannot dye. The light 

of 1t may be ſhadoWwed,becanſe it 1s not God, but 

mr quite put out beeanſe it is of God. Howſoe- 
ver 


ath 
s fa 
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ver many be afraied for their fame, and few for 
their conſcience, yet ſuffer not y our ſelfe in your 
whole life to ſlippe the breadth of your naile from 
your good conſcience. It is a diet booke, wherein 
the ſinnes of everie day are Written, and for that 
cauſe to the Wicked a mother of ftare, but the 
children of God though the world ſhould never 
credit them,require no better Wwitneſſe. Augu- 
ſtineeſteemeth not what Secundinus thinketh 
of hims, ſo long as his conſcience accuſeth him not 
before God. 7t us the ſecretarie of a mans heart, 
a ſealed booke,cleſe now, but to bee opened wide 
upon the great day. It us the treaſure of the 
Lbertie of onr Spirits, which ſhould be wnto us as 
farre abone the libertie of the body,and things be- 
longing thereunto, as the ſoule 1s aboue that du#b 


- Which muſt goe to the duſt. If you would bane 


this libertie of "your ſpirit, yee muſt not ſand for 
4 name among men, but you muſt ftrine to ſtore 
p in your conſcience,the true teſtimonies of your 

neere lone to your owne religion, and to your 
felloW brethren : for your Jour ſhall bee for 
Jon, if you doe well,and as you fhal fland diſſem- 
ble,or revolt without partialitie,it will beare wit- 
neſſe. The reformation of onr religion was buil- 
ded by difficulties, and maintained by patience, 
and paines. If owr lone of eaſe , and of worldlie 
goods, and if our feare of temporalt loſſes, ſhall de= 
ſire it,it had been better for us gong 


foul revolt te ſtaine not onely our oWne name 
and conſcience, but by «ny hypocrifie to endan- 
ger the people of God. Jy deare brother, 
watch yee,ftand fait in the fauh, quit you like 
4 man. The ſonne of God ſitteth at the right 
hand af the Father ,- and all power « given 
wnto him : hee appoynteth and moderateth 
all our wraftlings, hee giveth wittorie, and 
Wull come ſhortly , and his reward with him. 
eAs you haue happily begunne, ſo goe on 
your whole courſe , that nothmg may bee ob- 
ſerved in you , other then ſuch as becommeth 
a Wiſe man to ave, and a righteous may 
ro ſuffer. Goe #m happily, and loue your 
oWwne relix;on. If by his grace hee ſhall ſtreng- 
then you to prone a pattern of conftancy at this 
time , he ſhall os you an heire of glory for 
ever. Feare not, put your ſelfe, aud all that 
yee haue in the hands of the Lord, yee ſhall ne- 
ver leoſe owght at his hand, he ſhall liberally re- 
turue to you your gifts with advantage. Beg 
Ttedfaft in the Lord, and let God and man 
ſee, that yee honour him,and your enemics ſhall 
fee, and you ſhall finde that great things ſhall 
be dpne to the man Whons the King of Kings 


will honowr. To him that overcommeth Will = 


(rift grant to fit With hnw in his throne. Now 
vhto bum that is able ts keepe you that yee fall 
ner, 


fnghtglory by that frire profeſſion, then by « 


(27) 
n#t, and to preſent you fawltleſſe before the 
ſence of bis cer with Joy that is,to God a 
ly Wiſe, our Savionr , bee glorie and 
majeftic , and dominion and po+ 
Wer, both noW and for 
ever. Amen. 


